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BURST WATER MAINS — WELLINGTON STREET, PERTH 
Statement by Minister for Water 

MR D.T. REDMAN (Warren–Blackwood — Minister for Water) [9.08 am]: In the past two weeks residents 
and businesses in central and West Perth have suffered considerable inconvenience because of burst water mains 
on Wellington Street. I would like to update the house on the measures that the government and the Water 
Corporation are taking to minimise the impact on commuters and residents in the area and the wider Perth 
community. 
A water main along Wellington Street, between Havelock and Sutherland Streets, has broken three times over 
the past two weeks. I regret the inconvenience caused to water customers and also to road users in the area. 
There has been limited impact on water supply; however, I acknowledge that there has been major disruption 
and delays caused to road users. 
Whenever the Water Corporation gets more than a single burst in an area, it does a detailed investigation to 
understand the extent of the problem and the best way to fix it. Water Corp has taken samples from each of the 
broken sections and is running a range of different tests to understand what has caused these two breaks. The 
Water Corporation’s major water main pipelines are expected to last around 100 years. The pipeline along 
Wellington Street was laid around 50 years ago and would not be expected to need replacing for many years. 
Even though we do not know the cause of the problem, it is clear there is a problem with this pipe. For that 
reason Water Corp has made the decision to replace it. 
Following the second pipe burst on Monday morning, Water Corp met with the City of Perth and Main Roads to 
resolve the situation. Work to completely replace the pipe could start as early as Monday. Immediately following 
the third pipe burst just after 5.00 pm yesterday, a temporary pipe was put in place until the damaged pipe is 
replaced. Water Corp has done a fantastic job to put this temporary measure in place to ensure that local 
residents and business were not without water. 

Although we do not yet have the results of the technical analysis, the recovered section of the pipe shows 
significant premature ageing. Water Corp will be looking at where there are cast-iron pipes of a similar age and 
is examining options for checking the condition of those pipes. In 2011–12 the Water Corporation recorded 
12 leaks and bursts for every 100 kilometres of main. This is well below the Water Corporation’s operating 
licence target of 20. It is the lowest figure in Australia compared with all other major water utilities, and has 
been on an improving trend over the past four years. The Water Corporation has apologised unreservedly to all 
affected customers, road users and Perth community members. 
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